Annex 1 of Checklist pursuant to DIN EN ISO/IEC 17020


Independence criteria for Type A inspection body

The inspection body referred to in 4.2.1 shall meet the following criteria:

A.1
The inspection body shall be independent of the parties involved.

The inspection body and its staff responsible for carrying out the inspection shall not be the designer, manufacturer, supplier, installer, purchaser, owner, user or maintainer of the items which they inspect, nor the authorised representative of any of these parties.

A.2
The inspection body and its staff shall not engage in any activities that may conflict with their independence of judgement and integrity in relation to their inspection activities. In particular, they shall not become directly involved in the design, manufacture, supply, installation, use or maintenance of the items inspected or similar competitive items.

A.3
All interested parties shall have access to the services of the inspection body. There shall not be undue financial or other conditions. The procedures under which the body operates shall be administered in a non-discriminatory manner.

Independence criteria for Type B inspection body
The inspection body referred to in 4.2.2 shall meet the following criteria:

B.1
A clear separation of the responsibilities of the inspection personnel from those of the personnel employed in the other functions shall be established by organizational identification and the reporting methods of the inspection body within the parent organization.

B.2
The inspection body and its staff shall not engage in any activities that may conflict with their independence of judgement and integrity in relation to their inspection activities. In particular, they shall not become directly involved in the design, manufacture, supply, installation, use or maintenance of the items inspected or similar competitive items.

B.3
Inspection services shall only be supplied to the organization of which the inspection body forms a part.

Independence criteria for Type C inspection body
The inspection body referred to 4.2.3 shall meet the following criterion:

C.1
The inspection body shall provide safeguards within the organization to ensure adequate segregation of responsibilities and accountabilities in the provision of inspection services by organization and/or documented procedures.

Source:
DIN EN ISO/IEC 17020; General criteria for the operation of various types of bodies performing inspection

EA 5/01; Guidance on the Application of 45004
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